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Removing the Rubble to Rebuild 
Message by Pastor Brad 

March 29, 2020 
 
Scripture Reading: 

Nehemiah 2:11-18     11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during 
the night with a few others. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for 
Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on. 13 By night I went out 
through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of 
Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then 
I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my 
mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I turned back 
and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I 
was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any 
others who would be doing the work. 17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: 
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my 
God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they 
began this good work. 

Nehemiah 6:15-16     15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their 
self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 

Good morning!  I’m pastor Brad, the Lead Pastor at Parkview.  Thank you for tuning in to this, our 
second online church service.   

In our time in the Scriptures, over the last while, we have been looking into the book of Nehemiah, 
picking up some of its major themes. This book of the Bible is named after the man named 
Nehemiah, who believed that God wanted him to be the one to lead the charge to repair the capital 
city of the Jewish people.  Jerusalem had been totally destroyed by the invading armies of the 
Babylonians about 140 years earlier around 590 BC.   

At the time Nehemiah was still living far away from Israel, in one of the cities that his great, great, 
great grandfather had been taken to when the people had been deported, on mass, and put to 
work in the nation of their captors.  So Nehemiah traveled back to Israel to survey the situation, 
and to get the people living in and around the city to set to work to rebuild the walls. 

Lately, I’ve been rebuilding some of our own walls. In the last few years the target area of 
renovating for us, my wife and I, has been the basement.  The last room we worked on involved 
taking out painted paneling with quarter-round to cover the corners and sketchy looking insulation 
underneath.  Where we even suspected that what was on the walls might be mold, we scrubbed 
with the strongest cleaners we could get our hands on.  Then we also scraped the ceiling of its 
stipple. 
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All that work was messy and dusty, so the work glasses and the face masks came out and the hat 
went on.  And, of course, the tools that you might expect for prying and pulling and scraping were 
put to use – like this crowbar, sledge hammer, and scraper. 

After all the old material had been ripped out, it all needed to be hauled out.  Up the stairs, out the 
door, and into a trailer to take it all to the dump.  It was when the mess had been cleared away that 
the new work, the rebuilding could take place. 

That was what needed to happen first for Nehemiah.  They needed to remove the rubble to 
rebuild.  It would be impossible to build any kind of stable and useful wall on top of the broken 
stones laying in heaps at odd angles.   

It is in Nehemiah chapter 2, the passage of Scripture read from earlier, that we read about 
Nehemiah surveying the situation and assessing what needed to be cleaned up before a rebuild 
could take place. 

In verse 13 it says he examined the walls and the gates.  The walls had been broken down, and 
the wooden gates had been burned.  Verse 14 tells us that to complete his survey of the rubble he 
had to get off his horse at times, because the horse couldn’t get through. 

The people did go to work, and even while facing fierce opposition from those who didn’t want 
them to succeed, they cleaned out the rubble and they built new walls and new gates, so that the 
city would once again be secure.  As Nehemiah 6:15 tells us, the huge task was completed in just 
52 days.  And the people understood that what they were able to do, was only possible because 
God had helped them to do it. 

The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem represented just one part of the rebuilding God was doing 
with His nation of Israel.  God was also rebuilding who they were as a people - restoring what it 
meant to be a people chosen by God.  There was rubble in their lives, in their hearts, that needed 
to be cleared out, so that God could do a new restorative work in their lives. 

The apostle Paul tells us, it is much the same for us today.  As I read from his letter to the church 
at Colossae, chapter 3, listen for his words of removing rubble and rebuilding something new. 

Colossians 3:8-11, 12-14     8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: 
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since 
you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator . . . 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.  

Paul referred to the removing of the old from our lives that is broken, unsightly, and hurtful to 
ourselves and others.  All those things that don’t show how we were created to reflect the image of 
God.                   
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We are coming up to Easter in just a couple weeks.  And at the cross of Good Friday, we hear the 
good news that all the old, broken ways can be forgiven by trusting the Lord Jesus to forgive us of 
them all.  We really can have a brand-new start with God. 

Paul says that after we take off the old ways, we build into our lives the new ways that shine with 
the glory of a freshly done renovation, with love being the central theme of the shapes, textures 
and colors of your lives.  When we invite God to be the architect and builder we will find, as the 
Israelites did, that the work will get done.  It will get done well, and much faster than our own weak 
efforts at self-improvement.  And God will get the glory for it. 

That our lives would be better than they used to be and that God would get the glory for them are 
reasons that we would agree to going through the life renovation God wants for us.  But I would 
like to take us back for one more moment to the people of Israel and the call God put on their lives 
to remove the old ways of their lives and to follow Him more closely. 

Before the time of Nehemiah, God had made a promise to King Solomon, long before the 
Babylonian conquerors did their destructive work.  At that time the people were told to remember 
what to do when trouble came to them.  In 2 Chronicles chap. 7 we read . . . 

2 Chronicles:13-15     13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts 
to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be 
open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 

When God allowed, what some today might call the natural world, to bring disasters of weather, or 
pests, or plagues, He wanted His people to pray.  He wanted them to pray and to trust Him. 

The promise was that God would hear, He would forgive their sin, and He would heal their land.  
But it was, and is a certain kind of praying that God wants His people to do. 

If you look again at verse 14 it says it is to be humble prayer.  It is to be accompanied by turning 
our attention, the whole focus of our lives towards God.   

And it involves dealing with removing the rubble from our lives . . . literally it was to “turn from their 
wicked ways”. 

One of the reasons we would remove rubble and let God rebuild our lives, is that He would hear 
and answer the many prayers being prayed about the trouble we are in today.  This causes us to 
pause and ask ourselves, a few questions such as . . .  

How much regard we have been giving to God?  Has He had any place in our lives?  Have we 
been trying to get in on whatever good things we can get out of God, while still trying to have 
things our own way?  And what kind of practices and habits in our lives are those we know God 
doesn’t want for us, yet we have done little or nothing to carefully remove the rubble of sinful, 
broken ways? 

The message today is about letting God lead us through removing the old, broken ways of our 
lives, providing the chance to build something new and better for His glory.  And at any time we 
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can invite Him to start and complete a renovation work like only He is able to do.  The rebuilding of 
our new lives under God’s careful and skillful hands will most certainly involve removing the rubble. 

Isaiah 55:6-7     6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked 
forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  

 


