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Good Morning Church!  It is a blessing to look into God’s Word with you today.  Obviously things are going to look 
different as they have been looking different in our community and our country and our world.  Your ministry staff are 
trying to adjust and navigate through this new world we find ourselves in.  One of those ways in trying this online 
church community.  I hope you join us and continue to carve out Sunday mornings as a specific time you can worship, 
praise and learn about God’s Word.  That is what we hope to do with the resources and music provided for you so 
please take advantage of those Sunday mornings. 
 
In this difficult time we are going to see God show up.  I know that and I’ve already seen it in certain lives.  I’ve been 
able to see that even in this time God is opening up hearts and lives to receive him.  God has also been teaching me 
in ways that I’ve never expected.  
 
One way God has been teaching me in through our sermon series; Pastor Brad and I talked through whether we 
should conclude Nehemiah and continue on doing something else…  maybe that appears more applicable to our 
current state of our world.  However, if you were able to join us last week, you would have heard a message that is so 
applicable out of Nehemiah chapter 5: when a crisis hit the newly re-built city of Jerusalem and people were taking 
advantage of others.  Some people were being forced to sell their homes, fields, and even children just to get the bare 
essentials. 
 
God used Nehemiah to remind the people that this is not right.  When crisis hits, as God followers, we need to be the 
ones sacrificing and helping others; not take advantage of them.  It was a critical message for us to hear today as we 
see what is happening in our world.  
 
Today, we are continuing our Nehemiah study out of chapter 8.  At this point the city walls and gates have been 
completed, essentially the project Nehemiah set out to do has been completed.  Funny enough, our passage today, 
relates to a church gathering much different than we are experiencing right now… it was a massive gathering that we 
could never do today.  However, as I hope will become clear, gathering to worship God and learn about him doesn’t 
need to fit a certain mold as long as God’s Word remains central.  We will be reading out of Nehemiah 8.  Please turn 
there: 
 

1All the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to 
bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.  
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of 
men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people 
listened attentively to the Book of the Law.  
4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. [Lists 13 Men with him] Beside 
him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, 
Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.  
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the 
people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! 
Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  
7 The Levites - [13 listed] Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read from 
the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being 
read.  

 
Now as I said, the details of this gathering, from what it appears, is on the other extreme from what we are 
experiencing.  While they gathered as a city wide group, we are practicing social distancing.  However, the reality for 
this meeting is that it was NOT “normal” either.  First, it wasn’t taking place in the temple.  This meeting was a huge 
group of people outside.  The Temple was recognized as the place where meeting was to. happen.  The Temple was 
the place of God’s presence!  But what we see is God’s presence wasn’t just in the Temple, for today, God’s presence 
isn’t just in the church building… but God’s presence is within the people of God.  We have Christ and the Holy Spirit 
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living within us wherever we meet.  God is not restricted to a certain place whether Temple, Church, or somewhere 
else. 
 
This gathering was also not “normal” because it was massive, including men, women, young people, and children as if 
they were unified as one.  All these people were recognized as part of the worshiping community and were not turned 
away from hearing from God. 
 
An important point from these verses is to recognize why they came together.  They came together to hear from God’s 
Word!  For them this was the first 5 books of the Bible.  For us, God’s Word has been given to include this very 
story!  They then reflected and listened to the scriptures for 6 hours!  That makes the 10 to 15 minutes’ mini sermon 
seem so insignificant!  The closest I’ve experienced to a 6-hour service reading of God’s Word was when I was short-
term missionary in Africa.  It was a 3-4 hour long service, but even there half of that time was singing.  It’s hard to 
imagine 6 hours of hearing the Word of God.  For them that was so powerful and incredible. 
 
God’s Word; the impact of the Bible, cannot be overstated for our lives.  The Jew’s purpose on this earth was to know 
God and to show him to others.  They followed that by following the Word of God.  For us today, our purpose is to 
know God, to accept Jesus and have a relationship with him, and follow the ways of Jesus and teach him to 
others.  We do that by knowing the Word of God and sharing it.  We want to honour God and have others join with us 
in following Jesus. 
 
Despite how unique this gathering of God’s people in Nehemiah’s time was, there are some key activities that we will 
briefly reflect on: 

 First, it was an assembly of people.  Our assembly of people looks different but as we join together to 
pray, worship and hear God’s Word in our homes we are still practicing the thing even though there is 
space between us.   

 Second, they came with an attitude of humility and reverence.  Anytime we have an opportunity to hear 
from God’s word should not be taken lightly… The people didn’t come with a judgmental asking how 
long the service would be or the good is the worship music.  No!  They came with an attitude of humility 
and reverence.   

 Thirdly, they praised God, Ezra praised God and everyone responded in the same way.  I hope you 
have been praising God today, whether it’s through this message, or the worship music, or in your 
prayer time.  Praising God is what we need to be doing today as God’s people; praising him and 
thanking him for all he is doing and all he has done.   

 Fourthly, they heard the Scripture and had it taught and applied to them.  The picture is beautiful as 
people are teaching and hearing where they are!  Even as family units, and this has some resemblance 
of what we have happening today.  Staying where we are, we have a chance to hear God’s Word and 
have it applied to our life. 

 
The final thing to note is, after hearing and understanding of God’s Word, they were challenged and moved to 
celebrate the goodness of God.  We will continue reading from vs. 9 to 12. 
 

9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people 
said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as 
they listened to the words of the Law.  
10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This 
day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  
11The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.”  
12Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they 
now understood the words that had been made known to them. 

 
The reading the scriptures had a deep impact on the listeners.  They recognized from reading the first 5 books that 
they were failing.  Many of these people would have been born in captivity probably knowing very little about God’s 
Word. Therefore, when they heard what God had commanded them to do they were deeply grieved because they had 
not been following God’s Law. 
 
However, the point was not their past, but what was happening today.  The last verse reminds us why they celebrated 
and rejoiced… “because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.”   
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It is true they had done a poor job at following God’s commands up to the point but this day was not about the past but 
about rejoicing because now they were now listening and wanting to follow God!  For us, following Jesus is not about 
looking at our past failings but about being committed and eager to follow after Jesus in our lives right now.  In that we 
can celebrate!  If you’ve been praising God and seeking to follow him today, you are doing what you’ve been called to 
do at this time and that warrants a celebration. 
 
Our celebrations will look different from house to house, but I would encourage you to take some time today and 
celebrate.  Enjoy God’s goodness with your family.  We have so much to celebrate!  We have God’s Word whether 
phone or physical copy.  We also have God’s Spirit within us if we’ve accepted Jesus Christ!  We have reason to 
celebrate just as the Jewish people did in Nehemiah.  They were ready to follow God with their hearts and their 
lives.  So celebrate today: Enjoy a nice meal (it may even be nice enough to BBQ!), enjoy a family game or craft, 
watch a fun movie, enjoy a walk… enjoy today and enjoy God’s goodness and celebrate.  He has not abandoned us. 
 
Thank you for tuning in today and for taking time to hear from God’s Word. I will look forward to assembling with you 
online next Sunday morning.  Let’s close in prayer.   
 
Father, we thank you that you will never leave us or abandon us.  You have everything in your control and even as we 
read the difficulties this virus is causing we know that you will use it for your glory and you will use it to bring lives to 
know you.  Be with those who are in isolation and be with the vulnerable.  May we be people of love in every 
way.  Give us wisdom on how we can love and serve our neighbours in a wise way.  Be with our church leadership as 
we try to do our best in keeping fellowship alive.  We pray that ultimately you would use this time for spiritual growth in 
our world and community.  Be with our province, country, and world leaders as they make decisions that are affecting 
billions of lives.  Give them your Spirit so they would know what is best.  Lord, continue to open up the hearts and lives 
of those that don’t know you today so they would come to trust you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 
Adam Kennedy 
Youth and Young Adults Pastor 
 


