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Thank you for being willing to taking time and join our online church family. Our hope is 
to find ways to stay connected and bring you encouragement as we walk a road unlike 
any we have ever traveled before!  
 
We’d like to invite you to gather together as a family in your homes and use the links 
provided to worship God with us. In Matthew 18 verse 20 Jesus tells us that “where two 
or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.” God is present in our 
homes as we worship Him.  
Let’s bow our heads and pray together… 
 
Father, I thank you that you have promised to walk with us no matter what we are 
facing. And I thank you that You are eager to have us come and worship you and to 
spend time with you. And I just pray that you would encourage us this morning and 
remind us that when our hope is in You, we can have peace no matter what is 
happening around us. Thank you. 
In Jesus Name. 
Amen 
 
Although technology can be a great thief of us being present in our relationships, it can 
also be used for good. Technology is a tool, just like a hammer is a tool. It can be used 
to build up our homes or it can be used to tear them apart. And so my hope, our hope, 
is that we can use technology as a tool to build up our homes, to build up our 
communities.  
 
The staff at Parkview are committed to finding ways of supporting our church family and 
our community in the coming weeks and months, whatever we may face. Stress and 
isolation can bring out the worst in us at times, and so we will need to have the 
vulnerability and willingness to be intentional about reaching out to ask for help and 
support when we are not coping well. And that also requires the integrity and the 
willingness to set aside our judgements of each other, in order to be a safe place for 
each other, and in order to support each other on this journey.  
 
I first heard the song “Even If” by Mercy Me when friends of ours from college were 
spending many days in the hospital as the husband underwent treatments for cancer. At 
the same time, my nephew and his wife were in another hospital waiting room as their 
young son underwent emergency surgery to remove a tumour from his brain. The song 
was a reminder that although the circumstances around us are uncertain, we can know 
that our hope in God is certain and that we can build our lives on Him.  
 
Our friend died leaving behind a young family grappling with grief, and my nephew’s son 
is currently headed into surgery, to remove the tumor that has grown back, in the middle 
of this coronavirus crisis.  
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At first glance, there are fears about viruses and finances just building up as a giant 
wave crashing around us and threatening to overwhelm us. But Jesus has said that 
those of us who build our lives on God and on His word will be able to stand in these 
circumstances. 
In the book of Matthew He says, 
““Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a 
house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the 
winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock.” 
Matthew 7:24-25 NLT 
https://www.bible.com/116/mat.7.24-25.nlt 
 
God hasn’t promised to prevent the storms of life from touching us but He has promised 
He will give us the strength to stand in the midst of them. To be a beacon of His hope 
for those around us. 
 
For me personally, music has a way of staying with me throughout my day to me of 
God’s hope and God’s truth. My prayer is that these songs will be a source of 
encouragement for you as well. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us! 
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