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Untroubled Hearts 
Message by Pastor Brad 

April 5, 2020 
 

Scripture reading:     

 John 13:33-38;  14:1-6 

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 
Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 “A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are 
you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Then Jesus 
answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times!  

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

 

 

Good morning.  I’m Pastor Brad, the Lead Pastor at Parkview Alliance Church.   

Today, on the church calendar, is Palm Sunday.  Palm Sunday marks the occasion of Jesus’ 
arrival in Jerusalem to throngs of cheering people, who were, at that moment, ready to enthrone 
Him - king of Israel. 

Having available to us the written record of the events following His triumphal entry, we know 
that less than a week later the crowds shouted “Crucify Him, away with this man.  We have no 
king but Caesar.”  On the day we call “Good Friday”, with the iron fisted authority of Roman 
soldiers wielding the hammers, they actually nailed Jesus to a cross stuck in the ground, so that 
he would die a very agonizing and public death. 

In between the triumphal entry and Jesus’ crucifixion, He gave His followers very important “last 
words” kind of instructions about what their lives would be like and should be like after He was 
gone.  The gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, gave ¼ of their writing’s to 
documenting those five days. 

The portion of Scripture read by Pastor Adam from John 13 and 14 are some of the last “last 
words” that Jesus spoke to the disciples when He had his last supper with them on the eve of 
His crucifixion.  Look back at chapter 13 and verse 33.  There we read Jesus’ words that 
prompted most of the questions His disciples raised that evening.  Jesus said . . .  
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John 13:33     33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just 
as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.                  
       

Then Jesus added some profound teaching about the call to love the way that He loved them.  
But Peter jumps back to the part about Jesus leaving . . .  36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, 
where are you going?”  When Jesus told Peter that he couldn’t go where Jesus was going to 
go, at this time.  Another question followed.  37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you 
now? I will lay down my life for you.” 

A moment later, in chap. 14 v.5, it is Thomas making a statement and asking . . . “Lord, we 
don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 

Jesus was talking about His big leaving, that grand exit that we all must make at some time 
when we’ve breathed our last.   Only for Jesus - it wasn’t when He got old, or when He got so 
sick with a virus, or when a tragic accident took place.  It was tomorrow in the early hours of the 
morning when He would be falsely accused, condemned and crucified. 

The disciples hadn’t quite put that all together at the time.  They just knew, that if Jesus was 
right, which He always was, they would be separated from Him.  And that spelled the end this 
amazing 3-year journey they had been on slowly discovering that they had somehow walked, 
talked, and ate with God when they were with Jesus.  And now that was ending, He was 
leaving, and they had a heaviness and fear creeping over their hearts. 

Jesus understood these guys.  He knew them well.  He knew that they had left everything 
behind to follow Him.  He knew that they done what He said they should . . . that they should 
believe in Him, trust Him and put their hope in Him.  Jesus could see the confusion in their eyes 
and the deflation of their hopes.  And right in the middle of this conversation, He tells them to 
not let go of their hope.  In chap. 14:1 Jesus says . . . 

John 14:1-4, 6      1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I 
am going.” . . . 6 . . . “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

Because of who Jesus is, and what He has promised to do We have untroubled hearts about 
this life’s end 

The Lord Jesus let His disciples know that everything they believed about God - His power, His 
authority, and His sovereignty, was also true about Him.  And because the disciples knew Him, 
their hearts could be set at ease, untroubled. 

Jesus assured them, there is a place where God is, that one day they would also be.  There 
was so much more to life than meets the eye.  And not only was heaven real, but Jesus would 
be making preparations for their arrival.   

So that when Jesus’ follower’s grand exit from this life takes place, it is far from the end of their 
story.  Be it old age, sickness or accident that makes one breath their last breath, it does not 
pronounce the summary conclusion of their lives.  It doesn’t define what their lives all came 
down to.  John captured for us these additional words of Jesus in chapter 11. 
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John 11:25-26     25 . . . “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die . . .   

Because of who Jesus is, and what He has promised to do: We have untroubled hearts about 
this life’s end and We have untroubled hearts for today and tomorrow 

In verse 18 of John chapter 14, Jesus let His disciples know that He won’t just be there at the 
finish line to meet them, and open the gates to heaven, but that He will walk with them through 
all their days until they get there. 

John 14:18-19, 23     18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live . . . 23 Jesus 
replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them. 

This was another promise He gave to those who believe Him and follow Him - that God would 
come to reside in the life of those who are His own.  Those who love God and obey the teaching 
of Jesus. 

He was saying that God Himself, by His Spirit would make sure that Jesus’ followers were never 
without the Lord close by, in fact, never without the Lord being a part of their lives.  Every day, 
at all times, in all situations.  Those who trust in the Lord Jesus, are never without His 
protection, His guiding hand, His encouragement, and His strength making them able for 
everything in life. 

It’s a relationship with God that leaves us with untroubled hearts about this life’s end and 
untroubled hearts for today and tomorrow. 

I could never top the way the apostle Paul described this ever present, unceasing, 
unthreatenable relationship with God that a Christian can know.  So here, at the conclusion of 
this message, I will read his words from the book of Romans chapter 8. 

Romans 8:35, 37-39     35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . 37 No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

If you have already established a relationship with Jesus and already enjoy His peace in all 
situations for today and forever, you might be like me that your response is all about gratitude. 

You may, however, be uncertain about whether or not you have a relationship with God that is 
that real and life changing.  Then your prayer might need to be that of inviting Jesus to make 
you one of His own and to come be a part of your life. 

You can pray that prayer while we spend these next moments with God. 

  (Benediction) 

1 John 2:28     28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 
confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 


