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Today is the First Day of Eternal Life 
Pastor Brad Shellenberg 

April 12, 2020 
 

Good morning.  HE IS RISEN!  In my mind I heard your response “HE IS RISEN INDEED”.  For 

that is the traditional response given at Easter time. 

This week, knowing that once again we would not be gathered at the Parkview church building, I 

gave thought to where the church is this morning.  I know Parkview is throughout Vermilion.  From 

Brennan Park to Airport subdivision.  Every direction around Vermilion in other small towns or on 

farms.   

We are throughout about 2,000 km2.  As we proclaim the news of the resurrection this morning, we 

are covering a lot of territory.  So, once again, to the surrounding 2,000 km2 we proclaim:  HE IS 

RISEN!  And that makes all the difference in the world. 

Pastor Adam read for us from Paul’s letter to Corinth that . . . 

20 . . . Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep . . . 

22 . . . in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in [their] turn: Christ, [first]; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him. 

On this Easter Sunday, we are rejoicing that there was One who was able to overcome the power 

of death, permanently.  But we are celebrating more than that.  Because the One who overcame 

made a way for many people, billions of people to know that when this life is all done, all the good 

and the difficult, more life is just beginning. 

John, the apostle, told us that we can’t know, yet, what that will all be like, but we can be confident 

that the victory over death that Jesus won, gained the victory for us as well . . .    

1 John 3:2      

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 

known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 

he is. 

That hope and that future changes everything.  It sets before those who are God’s children a light 

at the end of life’s tunnel that erases our ultimate fear that one day our lives will just be snuffed out 

- bringing everything to a dark fatal end. 

Barb and I have been on a couple trips that involved going somewhere further away, where 

airplane travel was involved.  The trip that involved the most travel, longer away time, and several 

places we really wanted to go - happened in 2015. 
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Getting to South Africa and Israel involved numerous flights, some 12 hours long, with three 

pitstops in London to change planes.  It involved lots of planning to purchase the airline tickets and 

to make sure we packed everything we wanted along. 

I was in charge of leading some song sessions with the group that would be in Israel together, so I 

even bought a special travel-sized guitar that fit under the seat on the plane. 

With the trip ahead and all the things we hoped to see and do, the anticipation was very real and 

brought real joy to us.  Just so you know, the whole trip was amazing. 

Hope has been and continues to be what makes Christians, the people who sing.  Not dirges or 

laments, not melancholic ponderings, not hurtin’ songs, but songs of gratitude, rejoicing, songs 

awash in anticipation.  One familiar song goes . . .  

“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun. We’ve no less days to 

sing God’s praise, than when we first begun.” 

Oh, those who follow Jesus will have their share of trouble and hardship in this life.  Some of our 

trouble will come because we are followers of the Lord.  Jesus told us, those who follow him would 

be mistreated because of their faith, because of their association with Him.   

Many have been shunned from family relations, lost jobs, and suffered physical abuse to the point 

of becoming martyrs - to hold on to their conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

But those who keep their eyes on the One they follow have an abiding, and growing song to their 

lives.  A song that gets even clearer and stronger when life’s storms are the most life threatening. 

The apostle Paul had more than one man’s fair share of suffering and yet the song of his life came 

out when he wrote 

2 Corinthians 4:17      

17 . . . our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 

He said if you weigh it all out, putting on one side all the difficulties of living with our imperfect 

selves and all the other imperfect people around us and a world that throws natural disasters and 

diseases at us . . .  

And putting what is gained in the greater glory of eternal life on the other side . . . Eternal life wins.  

To the point that in comparison our troubles seem lighter and they are definitely more temporary. 

In that letter he also wrote . . . 

2 Corinthians 5:1, 4      

1 . . . we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 

eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands . . .  

4 . . . so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.         
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All Scripture was and is inspired by God, but I find incredible personal inspiration in that particular 

line Paul wrote . . . “so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life!”                    

You may be thinking, this all sounds so far away.  A reality that only comes about when Jesus 

returns or whenever my life comes to an end.  It seems so distant.  

But the one thought I would want to leave with you today is that the Word of God tells us it is not 

something to just think about as a sweet someday for another day.  For the new life that Jesus 

gained us the victory to, doesn’t start later, or some day yonder.  It’s today.  Today is the first day 

of eternal life. 

Jesus, the author of the new story of our lives said in John 5:24 . . .  

John 5:24     

24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 

life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 

The Lord Jesus puts His gift of life that swallows up mortality as a present-day reality.  Look at His 

words again.  The one who believes in him has eternal life.  It’s already theirs. 

At the moment of their acceptance of God’s gift, they have already transferred out of a life that 

would have ended in a final death to one that now ends with life. 

They are living today in the first day of their eternal life. 

When we went on our trip in 2015, the big moment came when we committed to going and literally 

“bought into” the adventure by buying our airline tickets.  After that day the trip was ours to start 

enjoying through anticipation long before our feet got on the transportation that lifted us away and 

we experienced the full extent of our hope.   

We all know that there are no real guarantees in this life.  If this virus had hit in April of 2015, we 

would not have gone anywhere.   

And I feel very sorry for those who recently went on a cruise holiday of a lifetime to have it turn into 

a nightmare.  And my heart goes out to those with parents and grandparents in lodges and care 

homes where the virus is striking hard. 

It is hard to imagine what some countries and cities are going through already.  We don’t know if 

that level of trouble and suffering will be ours to walk through in the months ahead.   

There is so much that is so uncertain now.  At the same time, we do know that when God makes a 

promise, nothing can stop Him from keeping His promise.  Pastor Adam read for us earlier that 

there will come a day . . . 

1 Corinthians 15:54      

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 

victory.” 
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Yes, this earthly tent we live in, as Paul said it, does deteriorate and one day we must trade it in for 

a new permanent home to live in.   

But our place of living in today as the first day of our eternal life changes the very nature of what 

happens when we reach the end of this physical life.  It is, in fact, not really death, but a change.  

And a change for the better.  A glory that far outweighs everything that came before. 

This hope, the song of our lives, is because He is risen.  He, Jesus, who loved to the point of 

paying the debt for our sins on the cross.  The Savior who did not shrink away from taking on 

suffering to give us new and eternal life. 

I want to conclude our time in the Word of God with one of my favorite descriptions about what lies 

ahead, from the book of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.   

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18      

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 

those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 

who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Church, be encouraged with these words. 

  (Benediction) 

1 Corinthians 15:58     58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 

move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 

your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 


