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Hi my name is Connie Elder. Please bow your heads and pray with me as we prepare our hearts 
to worship together. 
 
God we come to worship you and we make space to hear from you today. Although we are 
separated from each other in many ways, we are not separated from You. Fill each home with 
Your presence. In Jesus name I pray. Amen 
 
Today is Palm Sunday and I would like to read from Matthew chapter 21 verses 6-9. 
… 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them,  
“Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by 
her.  
Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.” 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  
They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.  
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road.  
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

… 
The crowds along the road into Jerusalem were singing praises based on an Old Testament 
prophecy promising that someone would come to rescue them. They hoped that Jesus was this 
promised Messiah and that He would deliver them. This was welcome news to people who 
were feeling crushed under the Roman rulers. To them rescue looked like someone coming to 
overthrow their pagan oppressors. And yet we know that only a week later this adoration, 
based on pre-set expectations, had turned to the chilling chants of “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”  
And I left to wonder, am I as fickle as this crowd when my expectations aren’t met the way I 
hope?  
 
How often do I come to Jesus with a whole set of expectations based on what I want Him to do 
for me and what I want my rescue to look like? I want my family to be more peaceful when we 
are tired of being stuck in the same space so I pray asking God to fix our family… but am I 
prepared for my heart being the one that needs some work?  
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And when the opportunity is facing me to submit to that painful process of allowing my heart to 
be changed, am I still a devoted follower or do I turn away in anger trying to deflect the blame 
to someone else.  How quickly do my prayers turn into accusations? Maybe I don’t yell for 
someone to be crucified, but instead just stop trying and retreat into silence, wondering if 
prayer doesn’t really work and nothing will ever change.  Am I so focused on how things are not 
turning out the way I want, that I miss seeing how God is at work for an even bigger rescue? 
 
How often do my hands raised in praise turn into a fist clenched in anger or disillusionment? 
The thing about a fist is that it is closed, unable to receive. So right now I would like to invite 
you to come with hands open in praise, willing to receive God’s provision, even when it doesn’t 
look like the rescue we were hoping for. I would invite us to join those adoring crowds and 
worship Jesus our Messiah. But let us come with our eyes open to see where God IS at work 
and with our expectations submitted to His greater purposes. 
 


