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Scripture text - John 14:15-27     

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world 

cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 

lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I 

am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 

who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”  

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to 

us and not to the world?”  

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and 

we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will 

not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who 

sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

 

Good morning.  I’m Pastor Brad, Lead Pastor at Parkview.  In our time in the Scriptures today we will 

be continuing a message series that we began two weeks ago and will take us to the day of 

Pentecost, which is the 31st of May this year. 

We will go there in just a moment, but first I would like to tell you something about where I am at these 

days.  It’s probably something you would find you have in common with me.  I went to the website of 

“Behavioral Health Care Providers”.  They offer a Life Changes Stress Test you can take online.  I 

took the test.  I selected the last 6 months date range and then checked off things that had changed in 

my circumstances in the last six months. 

There were changes to my work life.  I now work mostly at home.  I don’t have meetings in person 

with people and I had to learn how to navigate the zoom world.  My work is normally kind of 

borderless, but now home and work borders became even more blurred.  There were social changes 

because of not traveling and being with our kids and grand-kids, and not getting together with others 

for social visiting or playing games. 

As I took the test, I answered as honestly as I could, trying to neither make my score as low or as high 

as possible.  In the end I was told that the recent changes that came to my life would put my stressor 

score at 362.  They didn’t provide a score rating at which I should immediately call for help, but they 

told me my score indicated high recent life stress.  They suggested that relaxation and stress 

management skills may be useful to help manage the effect of these stressors. 
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As I breezed by, on the test, many life changes that I had not faced that I know others are dealing 

with, I became even more convinced that we must be people on edge.  The disruptions and 

uncertainties you and I are facing have to be affecting us more deeply than we even know or possibly 

will admit. 

Well, here is where the message of God’s intervention at Pentecost intersects so powerfully with our 

present life realities.  Look back at verse 27 of John 14 that was read for us.  There Jesus said . . .  

John 14:27     27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Those words need repeating . . .  

John 14:27     27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Certainly, Jesus was facing His own stress, as He was aware that that very night His friends would all 

desert Him and in the morning He would be whipped and then nailed to the Roman executioner’s 

cross.  Yet, in that moment He was speaking words of hope and peace to His disciples, because of 

what they were going to experience with the change coming to their lives.   

Twenty-four hours from when Jesus spoke these words, they would be lifting His body down from the 

cross and placing its lifeless form in a grave.  This incredible three years of discovering they were 

walking and talking with God’s Son who had come to be their Messiah-Savior would come to an 

abrupt crash of a dead-end. 

Right there, at the cusp of the coming storm, the Lord told His followers that He could give them 

peace that would leave their hearts untroubled and unafraid. 

Knowing what we know now about what happened next, it’s fair to ask, how was Jesus going to be 

able to offer them any real and lasting peace when He was going to be forcefully removed from their 

presence?  What did He have left to give them that could bring any healing and hope for the change 

stressors they were about to face?  Let’s go back a little further in the verses of John chapter 14.  I will 

read verses 15-18. 

John 14:15-18     15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. 

The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 

him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 

you. 

What Jesus had to give them was another person, like Himself that would walk with them through life, 

so that they would never live life all alone and without help.  He called the One who would be with 

them “another advocate”.  Verse 16 says . . .  

v. 16 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever — 

Some translations have used the words, “another Comforter or Helper”.  But no matter what word is 

used to describe the Spirit of God, who would be sent to and given to those who choose to follow 

Jesus, they all refer to One who is as real and personal to them as Jesus had been.   
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And this other advocate would help people, not just for a time, to get them through a present crisis - 

but forever.  He would not have to leave, unlike Jesus, who, when He completed His mission, had to 

leave His disciples behind.  The Spirit of God can and will stay with God’s children for all their days, 

until the last one here is completed.  In verse 17 the Lord tells us . . .  

John 14:17     17 . . . The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

This is one of those statements of Jesus in the Bible that makes so clear that the Christian life is 

about so much more than trying to just adhere to a superior code of ethics.  The Christian life is a very 

close, very real relationship with God.  Jesus declares that the Spirit of God will be known and 

accepted by some people because He will not just be beside them.  He will be in them.  This is a 

relationship with God that cannot be had or experienced in any other way.  This is what Jesus was 

referring to when He said . . .  

John 10:10     . . . I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

For in V. 18 of the text we are in, He tells us . . .  

18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

The disciples would be losing the physical presence of their Lord, because He would die, rise again 

and return to heaven, but on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit of God was given as God to 

be with us forever, Jesus would be with us forever. 

The apostle Paul put it the other way around, just so that we would not miss this . . . 

Romans 8:9, 14     . . . if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 

Christ . . . 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 

God is not looking to have a relationship with you from afar.  He is willing to be with us.  To join right 

with us into all the messes and troubles and fears of our everyday lives.  Our lives will always have 

their share of griefs and aches and pains, and none of us will be exempt from them.  I have my own 

insecurities and doubts, that threaten to rob me of joy in my life.    

Sometime it will be daily that we get reminders that this is not heaven, and no matter how hard human 

beings work at it, we are not going to create a utopia that makes our lives sorrow-free.  Neither on a 

world-wide scale, nor in the very private space of our own hearts and minds. 

What is reminding you today that this clearly is not heaven?  Does it involve financial worries?  

Relationships that suck the life out of you – that leave you fearful instead of fulfilled?  Is it health 

concerns, for yourself or someone close to you? 

Your change stress score may work out to 362, like mine, or much higher, yet.  But with God with us, 

to help us, it doesn’t have to affect our lives to the 362nd degree.  That’s the hope of more life that 

Jesus promised.   

He says to you and to me . . . 

John 14:27     27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

The peace is the Lord Jesus, the Creator, life-sustainer, rightful King of all the earth, living your life 

with you. And with God with us, we can.  We can persevere.  We can stand up one more time.  We 



  May 10, 2020 

Office: 4906 - 49 Avenue, Vermilion, AB   T9X 1C6        Church Building: 5902-52 Avenue, Vermilion 

Phone or Fax: 780.853.4229                               Email: office@parkviewalliance.com 

www.parkviewalliance.com 

 

can do another day.  We can forgive, so we can let the past go.  We can be the one with something 

positive and hopeful to share with others.  With God with us, we can . . .  

Where the One who has made all things and is threatened by nothing comes to live with us so that 

His peace becomes ours.  We no longer live only by the resources of our own personal strength.  The 

Lord Jesus opened the invitation wide . . .  

John 7:37-38     . . . “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in 

me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

There is for those who follow Jesus a source of life that never stops flowing, never runs dry.  Like a 

river that flows day and night, without end.  We are those “anyone” who may invite God to be with us 

in a close and personal relationship that does not end.  If we want His peace, we want Him. 

 


