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Living Life Alive  -  The Temple Cleansed                        
Message by Brad Shellenberg July 12, 2020 

Scripture passage: 

John 2:13-25 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others 
sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 
all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, 
“Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he 
had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 
Jesus had spoken. 23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, 
many people saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name. 24 But 
Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 25 He did not need 
any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. 

Hello, I’m Brad Shellenberg, the Lead Pastor at Parkview.  Thank you for continuing to 
join us online for some time to worship the Lord through music to seek the Lord in prayer 
and to listen His words in the Bible.  As we continue in this way, we hear the question 
about meeting together in person. 

We are making preparations to do just that.  Our preparations are being shaped by what 
we are hearing while we prepare.  We are . . . 

Listening to those who are ready to meet together again 
Listening to those who believe it is too soon to open the doors  
Listening to those who would want there to be diligent precautionary    
 measures taken                          
Listening to Alberta health guidelines we are obligated to follow                      
Listening to Alberta’s chief medical officer’s latest report that we cannot afford to let our 
guard down 
Listening to news about other places where outbreaks are happening  
Listening to calls to make mask wearing mandatory in public places 

There is no shortage of voices and thoughts on getting people together.  There is also 
no one perfect way to gather people together while living through a pandemic.  
Whatever steps we as a church take are going to call on all of us to extend grace to 
those who are responsible for decision making - and to extend grace to one another. 

I want you to know that I love my brothers and sisters at Parkview and want to honor 
each of you, no matter what your thoughts about COVID might be.  And I love the 
church as a whole such that the thought of Parkview being the cause of a major set-
back in the virus battle makes me feel sick. 



	 2	

Please pray that the when and how of our gatherings would be led by the wisdom of 
God’s Holy Spirit.  God always has a good plan, and that plan is the one we want to 
follow. 

Today, we are looking at the second half of chapter 2 of the gospel of John, the passage 
Kira read for us.  Listening carefully to the retelling of this event that took place in the 
courtyard of the temple, we might be, as many are, confused or even shocked to hear of 
what Jesus did on that day. 

We see the One who taught us “Blessed are the meek”, making a whip and using it to 
clear out the temple court.  Here’s Jesus, throwing tables about, causing people’s 
money to scatter all over the stone pavement and using strong and confrontational 
language with those selling the animals and exchanging money. 

John 2:14-16 

14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others 
sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 
all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, 
“Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 

We might think, where did that come from, what got into the Lord that day?  Well, to 
answer that question is to capture the reason why John included this event in his gospel.  
I would like to probe that question, but first an observation about how this account fits 
into the gospel records as a whole. 

The other gospel writer’s, Matthew, Mark, and Luke include an account of Jesus clearing 
out the temple, but when they give witness to what happened, it is set near the end of 
Jesus life.  In that one-week period between His triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His 
death on the cross. 

What we read this morning is situated near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, and 
John’s gospel describes the event with differences from the other three.   

Either they are all describing the same event and John chose to place it in his writings 
without chronological consideration, or Jesus actually came to Jerusalem, likely two 
Passovers apart, and twice cleared out the temple courts. 

Those we would call Bible scholars still continue to argue both views on this.  It could 
well be that those responsible for what went on at the temple were challenged and 
judged twice by Jesus for allowing things to go on there that grieved and angered the 
Lord. 

The first time would have been a real shock to them.  The second time would surely 
have enraged them, and would have been part of what fueled their desire to see Jesus 
done away with permanently.   

In verse 18 John records the response of the people in the temple courts.  They asked 
Him . . .  

John 2:18 
18 . . . “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”    
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It’s the question, “Who do you think you are?  What gives you the right to say what goes 
on around here?” 

In a sense what they were doing with the animals and the money changing was 
allowable and even beneficial.  In the Old Testament, in Deuteronomy 14 the people 
were told that if they lived too far away from Jerusalem they could take money with them 
and then purchase animals to use for sacrifice when they reached Jerusalem. 

And in Exodus 30 it says that all the people were to bring to the temple an offering of a 
½ shekel coin.  There would be many people who needed to get the right coinage to 
make the prescribed offering. 

If people with the right heart were doing what they were doing in the right place, it would 
have been a loving action to assist those who had traveled far to be able to complete 
their act of devotion to God at the temple. 

But where they were doing it, and likely the motive behind their doing it, drove Jesus to 
take the decisive action of forcefully bringing the selling of animals and the exchanging 
of money to an immediate halt. 

So, we come back to asking – What was it that caused Jesus do to what He did that 
day?  The other three gospel writers record Jesus saying at that time . . .  

Luke 19:46 
46 . . . “My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a den of 
robbers.” 

Those words of the Lord indicate something of the hearts of those who were doing this 
business in the temple courts.  Their motive was not to bring blessing to spiritual 
pilgrims.  On their hearts was greed, robbery.  

And in their opportunistic greed, they may have been charging more than what the 
animals were worth.  And they may have had money exchange rates that were far from 
fair.  Something about their hearts was dark and uncaring.   

Jesus’ words also reveal God’s heart for what kind of place the temple was to be.  It was 
to be a house of prayer.  A place of spiritual solace.  A meeting place where the weary 
of soul could meet with God and become unburdened from their sin and its guilt. 

Instead of finding a place of rest and peace, the approach to the place of God was noisy 
and messy and smelly and there were vendors calling out for people to buy their wares 
and the talk in the temple courts was all about commerce, not worship. 

In the text in John, Jesus describes His judgement of the situation with the words . . .  

John 2:16 
16 . . . “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 

John affirms with the other gospels that the place called the temple court was not being 
used appropriately.  It was not being used for the purpose God intended. 

In our home we have sets of dishes and each have their use.  We have china that 
comes out for special occasions, mostly Christmas with our family.  Then we have 
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unique stoneware plates in sets of two that Barb and I use for the two of us on a daily 
basis. 

We also have a set of plain corel dishes that we use for groups of people for daily use.  
But we’ve also got a one-off misfit corel plate that we use as a cover in the microwave, 
we cut on it sometimes, and we would take this one on an outing, not caring so much if it 
got lost. 

Then we have started accumulating plastic plates specifically intended for use by 
______ ?  You got it, the grandchildren.  We wouldn’t give them the heavy, breakable 
stoneware plates.   

We would wonder what you were thinking if you were at a backyard BBQ at our house 
and you came inside and helped yourself to the china dishes to take outside. 

There are appropriate uses for certain places and things.  Some of you guys might be 
quite upset if someone took your torque wrench or your level to pound in a nail, because 
it was the tool most readily available to them.   

Or can you imagine going into the Louvre in Paris with a friend, grabbing two paintings 
off the wall and beginning a game of tennis in one of the halls using the canvases as 
racquets?  What kind of response would that evoke from the curator on duty?  Think 
there might be some outrage expressed? 

All these examples of misuse fall so terribly short as illustrations of what was going on at 
the temple that day.  All the examples I gave are just material things.   

Some of them have been ascribed higher monetary worth, but all the paintings and 
sculptures in the Louvre can’t compare with the value and worth of an individual human 
soul. 

People were coming to the temple to engage in the most important part of their lives and 
what was to be the ideal place to meet God was anything but a house of prayer.  They 
did not find sanctuary they found a noisy marketplace.  

There were other instances when Jesus expressed anger and strong words.  Most often 
it was when people hindered others from finding their way to God.   

When the religious leaders strapped man-made rules onto people’s backs to carry, 
things God never prescribed as a means of expressing their devotion to Him, and things 
they themselves didn’t do, He was quite angry. 

Jesus words to those who would cause a little one, or someone young in faith, to falter 
in their pursuit of God, was that it would be better if a large stone was tied around them 
and they were thrown into the sea. 

I believe there are four things we should not miss when we read of this dramatic account 
of what Jesus did when He entered the temple.  First . . . 

• How do we affect other’s opportunities to know the Lord? 

When people listen to what we say, when people watch what we do, are they going to 
be helped or hindered on their journey to eternal life in Jesus?  What kind of influence 
towards faith will people experience as they come close to us?  Will they find just a busy 
marketplace or a house of prayer? 
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Do people see in us clear evidence of the love and grace of God?  Of His purity and 
goodness?  For everyone who reads the signpost of our life, where will our words direct 
them?  Will they be pointed directly to the Lord? 

The abuse of the place set apart as the meeting place with God stirred up Jesus’ anger.  
But what it says to you and I from the Lord’s perspective, from the other side of the 
picture, is this.  Jesus will do whatever it takes to have you find your way back to God.   

• It is for us Jesus clears the temple. 

There is a song we have sung called Reckless Love.  Some of the words of the song 
say . . . 

There's no shadow You won't light up, Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down, Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 

I had never pictured the scene of Jesus clearing the temple when I have sung those 
words.  But if there is a picture of what we might call reckless and all-out love, it’s Jesus 
laying down any concern about His own reputation, laying down His own personal safety 
to show God seekers how far He will go to remove obstacles to them finding God. 

The animals chased out, the money changers expelled from the temple, it was out of 
love for others who God was calling to Himself.  That’s what God had intended the 
temple to be – the meeting place of people with their God.   

There are two other questions that are specifically for us today. 

• What does the temple of Jesus’ church look like? 

There is no longer a temple standing in Jerusalem because it was just 40 years after 
Jesus cleared out the temple that God allowed the Roman army to destroy it, along with 
the entire city of Jerusalem. 

In John chapter 4 we read of the woman from Samaria who asked Jesus about the 
temple and whether it was important that everyone go there to worship God.  Jesus 
offered this insight to her . . .   

John 4:21, 23 
21 . . . “a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem.  

23 . . . a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks. 

He said that there was a new way for people to meet with God.  It did not involve going 
to a particular place, it involved being a particular kind of people.   

Those who worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth.  People who have set apart their 
hearts as sacred places to enthrone God, and have a relationship with Him through 
God’s Holy Spirit and in the truth of who God is, what He has done and will do. 
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This is where the apostle Paul helps us understand in his letter to the Corinthian church.  
He wrote . . . 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 
person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. 

In these verses he was saying that believers, followers of Jesus, together are now the 
temple.  In our midst, as a Church, that is where God lives.  That is where others can 
come near to God.  The church represents what the holy place of God looks like and 
sounds like. 

And we see God has not lost any of His passion for a temple that would be a sacred 
place.  Paul warns that those who deface or destroy what God is building among us will 
answer to God for their carelessness and recklessness.  God cares what His temple 
looks like. 

So, what does God’s temple look like at Parkview?  Is it adorned with grace and deep 
brotherly and sisterly love?  Is a picture of unity of purpose?  Is it the place where there 
is open invitation for others to find a place in God’s family?  Is our church a living house 
of prayer?   

In this day of the world’s trouble and testing, the temple must be where peace can be 
found.  A place of shelter and refuge based on the confidence that the God who dwells 
in the temple will guard His own possession.  God is in His house. 

We must consider one more thought today in the form of a question.  

• What does the temple of your heart look like? 

Again, the apostle Paul writes to the church in Corinth, but this time he reveals a new 
truth about God’s temple. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at 
a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 

The temple of God is not just God’s people all together.  The temple of God is the 
individual who has put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you have done that, Paul’s 
words are speaking to you.  Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you. 

As you belong to God, who has bought you with the ransom price of the death of Jesus 
on the cross, you need to in love returned to God, honor Him with what you do in and 
with your body. 

As you try to picture what it means that your life is the dwelling place of God, you can 
use the picture of the clamor, the mess, the smell of the animals in the temple courts.  
There could also be a lot of noise right now ruling out the place of peace that your heart 
should be.   
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Maybe it’s all about marketplace in our hearts.  As Jesus looks around at the place He 
lives, He sees chasing dollars has risen up as a greater concern to us than meeting with 
Him, listening to Him, and finding life that satisfies through Him. 

Could there be stinking piles of refuse lying around the temple of our hearts?  The rotten 
messes might have labels such as bitterness, or judgementalism, or laziness, or 
arrogance, or lustful thoughts and activities, or selfishness or carless words, like gossip.  

If you have done any reading of God’s Word, you are familiar with all the things God has 
told us don’t belong in His house.  

How many of you are like us?  When we know people are coming over to visit or to stay, 
we see every mess, and we are concerned about how the place smells.  

What do you think the Lord thinks of the place we have prepared for Him to live in?  
Jesus cares what the temple of God looks like.   

We may invite Him to do the remodeling and redecorating in our own lives and we must 
pray that prayer for our church.  The Lord knows how to make the temple of our hearts 
and His dwelling in the church amazingly beautiful. 

(Prayer of response) 

 


